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I am very excited to be able to offer you six 
different theatre works in the Tasmanian Theatre 
Company’s 2014 season. 

The year starts with a triptych of new plays 
from three of Tasmania’s most outstanding 
playwrights. These plays are designed to be 
performed as one work around the shared 
theme of contemporary masculinity. They are 
presented as Born From Animals. 

In July, we invite you to join us for one of the 
funniest experiences you’ll have this year. 
Cinema Fiasco are famous for savaging the 
world’s worst films. In collaboration with the 
Festival of Voices and TTC, they are bringing 
three dreadful films to share with you, over 
which they run their hilarious live commentary.  
If you’ve never experienced Cinema Fiasco – 
here’s your chance!

Patricia Cornelius is one of my favorite 
Australian playwrights. A few years ago I was 
involved in commissioning her wonderful play 
The Berry Man and so it is a huge pleasure for me 
to be able to direct the Tasmanian premiere of 
this beautiful play about life, love, redemption 
and fertility. 

A unique theatrical experience will be available 
to only 50 people each night when Edward 
Albee’s remarkable play Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf? is performed in one of Hobart’s most 
beguiling architectural treasures. The passion 
and energy of Albee’s opus will swirl around an 
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audience totally immersed in one of the 20th 
Century’s greatest plays. Booking early will be 
essential for this one!

Late in 2014, SMILE, SMILE, SMILE, a new piece 
of theatre made with the communities of 
Glamorgan Spring Bay will be performed in a 
number of East Coast towns. 

For young Tasmanians, Finegan Kruckemeyer’s 
wonderful play The Boy with the Longest Shadow 
will continue to tour to schools around the state.

The continued existence of the Tasmanian 
Theatre Company depends on your support. 
Private donations are the lifeblood of our 
company and I invite to you make a donation 
to ensure that we can continue to produce the 
theatre you want to see. I know you will be richly 
rewarded. 

I very much look forward to seeing you at  
the theatre.

Charles Parkinson 
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If you like your theatre light and fluffy then 
maybe this isn’t for you. If you like your theatre to 
be engaging, engrossing, frightening, funny and 
provocative then expect a memorable night in 
the theatre at Born From Animals.

presented by The Theatre royal  
& Tasmanian Theatre Company

director Aidan Fennessy 
designers Peta Heffernan & Elvio Brianese  
from Liminal Spaces 
lighting designer Jason James 
sound designer/composer Heath Brown 
cast Scott Farrow, Chris Hamley, Guy Hooper,  
Jane Longhurst, Maeve Mhairi MacGregor

dates 22 May – 1 June 
venue Theatre royal Backspace 
duration 70 minutes (no interval) 
patrons advice Contains frequent use of very 
strong language, violent themes and sexual 
themes. recommended for ages 16 years and up.

supported by

There are many important issues that demand 
our attention in the 21st Century. This trio 
of extraordinary plays by three exceptional 
Tasmanian writers explores contemporary 
masculinity and its impact. 

These writers weave through the maze of 
ideas concerning fallen masculinity, isolation, 
communication and disconnection. They have 
stepped outside their comfort zones and styles 
to examine the damage wrought by and to  
their gender.

Born from Animals will bring together the 
expertise and experience of one of Australia’s 
leading directors of new Australian theatre in 
Aidan Fennessy, the amazing design talents 
of Peta Heffernan and Elvio Brianese from 
Liminal Spaces and some of Tasmanian’s most 
experienced actors.

This is strong, original, contemporary Australian 
theatre. 

world premiere

born from 
animalS
By tom holloway  
Finegan KrucKemeyer  
& sean monro
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awful acting, cheesy dialogue and not-so-special 
effects. Add to this their flair for heritage listed 
jokes, bad puns and bitchy banter and you can 
see why Cinema Fiasco is ‘a truly unique film-
going experience’ (Beat) promising ‘two hours 
of almost constant laugh out loud hilarity’ (MEL: 
Hot or Not). Films featured in this season are 
that legendary turkey Troll 2, lesbian vampire 
romp The Vampire Lovers and direct-to-video 
80s Aussie classic Houseboat Horror. 

You’ll wish every trip to the cinema could be  
this much fun.

HOUSEBOAT HORROR (1989)

A bunch of talentless bogans – sporting killer 
mullets and bad perms – drive up to Lake Eildon 
to film a pop video and get chopped up by a 
maniac with a machete. This legendary Aussie 
splatter movie features sensationally bad acting 
and lines of dialogue so stunningly awful you’ll be 
quoting them for years. True to the genre, there 
are gory killings aplenty but the real horror is 
generated by the endless parade of hideous 80s 
knitwear and the terrible soundtrack. Featuring 
wonderful B grade celebrity bit parts (eg. Animal 
from the Hey, Hey It’s Saturday band, Gavin 
Wood aka ‘the voiceover guy from Countdown’) 
as well as a few legitimate A graders who – we 
promise you – won’t have this one listed on their 
CV anymore! 

VAMPIRE LOVERS (1970)

A Hammer Horror heavy breather featuring 
a lesbian vampire (the best kind) who moves 
in with a stuffy general and starts nibbling the 
norks of the household’s hot. Featuring all the 

usual vampire trimmings, such as crucifixes and 
garlic, this desperate attempt by Hammer to 
get ‘with it’, features a bevy of beautiful babes 
who have a terrible time keeping their clothes 
on, plenty of gory goings-on, boobs, boobs 
and more boobs, and a great cast – including 
stalwarts Peter Cushing and Ingrid Pitt – who 
seem to be taking the whole thing very seriously 
(which makes it all the funnier).

TROLL 2 (1990)

A perfectly awful family goes to a small town 
and encounters a bunch of goblins who want 
to turn them into plants and eat them. Made 
by an Italian producer after a quick buck (lira), 
this bogus sequel (trust us – you don’t need to 
have seen the first one) boasts bad acting, bad 
direction, bad editing, bad camera work, bad 
dialogue (‘Joshua is not a little shit. He’s just 
sensitive!’) and bad make-up effects which must 
have cost all of $20. Troll 2 goes waaaaay beyond 
your ordinary bad movie thanks to a lunatic 
quality that seems to infuse everything about 
it. In short, this is quite possibly the FUNNIEST 
BAD MoVIE EVEr MADE. 

dates 8 – 12 July 
venue The old Woolstore Theatrette 
patrons advice Films may contain occasional 
use of strong language, violent and sexual 
themes. Laughing can be very good for your 
health. 

supported by

cinema 
fiaSco
geoFF wallis 
& janet a. mcleod

After six years mesmerising Melbourne 
audiences with the most delightfully dreadful 
movies imaginable, cult comedy/film show 
Cinema Fiasco (Geoff Wallis and Janet A. 
McLeod) head to Hobart with a trio of fabulously 
flawed films – all presented with hilarious LIVE 
commentary.

The Cinema Fiasco motto: the only thing better 
than watching a really good movie is watching a 
really bad one. And watching a bad movie with 
Janet and Geoff is an experience you won’t 
want to miss! Dubbed ‘the Margaret and David 
of bad films’ (onstage Melbourne), Janet and 
Geoff have a finely-honed appreciation for 

Image: r Ichard gIl Iberto



each other appear to condemn them to never 
achieving their dreams.

Patricia Cornelius’ script is rich in affection, 
insight and gutted admiration for her flawed 
and damaged characters.

A tender, funny, life affirming, heartwarming 
and quintessentially Australian play from one 
of our finest playwrights.

director & designer Charles Parkinson 
lighting designer Max Ford 
cast includes Alan Andrews,   
Iain Lang, Harley Mason

dates 28 August – 7 September 
venue The venue is still a secret! You will be  
advised of the venue when you buy your tickets. 
duration 90 minutes (including interval) 
patrons advice Contains occasional use of very 
strong language and sexual themes. 

the 
berry 
man
By patricia  
cornelius

Set on an unproductive farm, The Berry Man is a 
grounded and raw story of unrealised potential 
and the triumph of spirit.

It’s about growing things; potatoes, berries, 
babies. It’s about growing up – gathering all the 
elements of the past and letting them go, like 
scattering seed. It’s about talk of the past and 
whether silence is sometimes a better way.

Eric wants to be a farmer. Marjorie wants to be 
a mother. Fate and a stubborn refusal to help 
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edward alBee’s

who’S afraiD 
of virginia 
woolf?

George is a grizzled academic, wryly intelligent 
and pithily sarcastic. His highly vocal and critical 
wife, Martha, despairs for his lack of ambition. 
Nevertheless, they love each other, tied 
together by a history of secrets. Nick is young, 
handsome and ambitious. His wife, Honey, is 
pitiable and naïve. They are completely out of 
their depth in this scathingly funny, clever battle 
of wits. 

In an alcohol fuelled battleground, secrets are 
exposed and we are left to ponder – does the 
truth destroy or strengthen a relationship?

Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? is one of the 
most significant plays of the 1960s. It was a 
huge hit when it was first produced in 1962 and 
spawned the seminal 1960s movie of the same 
name starring richard Burton, Elizabeth Taylor 
and a very young George Segal. The film was 
nominated for thirteen Academy Awards and 
won five.

Performed in situ at the Fort Nelson House in 
Sandy Bay designed by Tasmania’s foremost 
modernist architect of the post Second World 
War period, Esmond Dorney, the audience will sit 
in the lounge room with the play’s characters for 
the entire performance. The Fort Nelson House 
is one of Hobart’s architectural treasures, now 
in public ownership. It is a perfect, authentic and 
unusual venue for this classic production. 

director Sue Benner 
cast rowan Harris, Karissa Lane,  
Jane Longhurst, Jeff Michel

dates 18 – 29 November 
venue Fort Nelson House on Porter Hill 
duration 160 minutes (including two intervals) 
patrons advice Contains occasional use of 
strong language.

This production has been made 
possible with the generous support  
of the Hobart City Council 
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It’s 1916, World War I is raging across Europe and 
thousands of young men from the far-flung  
reaches the Empire are leaving home to join the 
fray. In Tasmania Bernard Bailey’s confidence is 
quickly eroding as three more of his travelling 
vaudeville troupe desert him for the Western 
Front. As the remnant band of entertainers 
straggle into a small East Coast Tasmanian town 
Bernard is sure his days as an impresario are 
numbered and he’ll have to return to the grim 
life of selling haberdashery in the city. It’s not 
until he encounters the resilience, creativity and 
never-say-die attitude of the local community 
that his dark clouds are turned inside out and 
his visit to the sleepy town turns out to be the 
highlight of his theatrical year.

More than a play, this is a night of true variety 
entertainment, designed to transport you back 
to the East Coast of yesteryear. A larger-than-
life event where professional actors and talented  
locals roll up their sleeves and pitch in, to pack 
up your troubles and give you a vaudeville 
community event to remember.

director Iain Lang 
lighting designer Max Ford 
musician / composer Eleanor Tucker 
cast Members of the community of  
Glamorgan Spring Bay  
date & venue Swansea & Triabunna,  
early November 2014. Watch the TTC website.

director Annette Downs 
cast Iain Lang 
set design Jill Munro 
sound design Heath Brown

duration 50 minutes

info Phone 03 6234 8561 
tastheatre.com/community/theatre-for-schools

supported by

Adam and Atticus Brown have known each 
other since… forever. Since they sat in a belly 
together and waited to be born. Twins are 
supposed to be the same… but they never are!

Commissioned by the Tasmanian Theatre 
Company for a young audience, this journey 
into the lives of twins with dramatically 
different approaches to life and its challenges 
is performed with ingenuity and imagination by 
one of Tasmania’s most experienced actors. This 
story of discovery will engage the whole family.

Available for in-school performances  
throughout 2014.

supported by Image: Jenny manners
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calenDar &  
ticKet priceS

ttc frienDS
become a member of the family

TTC Friends support the work of the company 
and receive a range of benefits.

Join today at tastheatre.com for just $32 and 
enjoy the benefits:

•	 a hefty discount of $10 to most TTC shows
•	 invitations to special events
•	 access to an exclusive online booking system 

through the TTC website
•	 exchange your tickets for free
•	 receive the regular TTC e–News and special 

TTC Friends only e–News with exclusive 
offers, discounts and prize draws.

ttc patronS
are you a saint or an angel? 

You are invited to support the work of the 
Tasmanian Theatre Company. When you donate 
to the TTC PATroNS program you are investing 
in the development of Tasmanian theatre and 
Tasmanian artists. Your donation will help keep 
professional theatre alive and well in Tasmania.

To make your Tax Deductible Donation, please 
visit the TTC website or call 03 6234 8561.

current 
patronS 
saint $2500 or more 
Anonymous

angel $1500–$2499 
Gavin roach

guardian $1000–$1499 
Anonymous, John and Diana Hooper,  
Les and Lilian Barber

champion $500–$999 
Sue Westwood and Nick richardson,  
David o’Byrne, rod Anderson

star $250–$499 
Mary Parkinson, James Anderson,  
Elise Archer, Ann Harvey, Liz Darvell,  
Lesley Someville, Jo Stratham

Correct at February 2014

TTC would also like to acknowledge the  
ongoing support of our wonderful volunteers.

born from animals
22 May – 1 June  |  Theatre Royal Backspace 
Thursday – Saturday 8.15pm, Sunday 4.15pm

$45 Adult / $35 TTC Friend Adult* 
$38 Senior / $28 TTC Friend Senior*  
$29 Concession / $19 TTC Friend Concession* 
$20 Under 30 / $10 TTC Friend Under 30**

Book at Theatre royal 6233 2299 
theatreroyal.com.au  
or Centertainment 6234 5998

cinema fiasco
8 – 12 July  |  The Old Woolstore Theatrette

Tuesday 8.15pm, Wednesday 2.15pm & 8.15pm, 
Thursday 7.30pm, Saturday 4.15pm

$25 / $20 TTC Friend

Book at tastheatre.com or festivalofvoices.com

the berry man
28 August – 7 September  |  Venue TBC 
Thursday – Saturday 8.15pm, Sunday 4.15pm

$45 Adult / $35 TTC Friend Adult* 
$38 Senior / $28 TTC Friend Senior*  
$29 Concession / $19 TTC Friend Concession* 
$20 Under 30 / $10 TTC Friend Under 30**

Book at tastheatre.com  

Who’s afraid of  
Virginia Woolf?
18 – 29 November  |  Fort Nelson House# 
Tuesday – Saturday 7.30pm

$55 Adult / $45 TTC Friend Adult* 
$48 Senior / $38 TTC Friend Senior*  
$39 Concession / $29 TTC Friend Concession* 
$30 Under 30 / $20 TTC Friend Under 30**

Book at tastheatre.com

#venue info Park in the Beach Road Car Park, Lower 
Sandy Bay by 7pm. Patrons will be bussed to and from 
the house as there is no private car access. Don’t be 
late! Latecomers will miss the bus and therefore the 
performance. Seating is very limited – advanced booking 
is strongly advised.

Tickets for all shows will be available at the box 
office on the night of performances which are 
not sold out.

*TTC Friend Members can buy tickets to any TTC show 
directly from the TTC website and automatically receive 
a discount (tastheatre.com). Concession or proof of age 
cards must be shown on purchase or collection of tickets.

**Door sales only



tasmanian theatre company 
Level 3, 77 Salamanca Place 
Hobart, TAS 7000 
Phone: (03) 6234 8561 
Fax: (03) 6223 5355 
Email: info@tastheatre.com 
Website: tastheatre.com

Brochure Design: Karen Kluss 
Cover Image: richard Parkinson

Every effort has been made to ensure the 
contents of this brochure are correct at 
the time of printing. The Tasmanian Theatre 
Company reserves the right to add, withdraw 
or substitute artists and to vary the program 
and prices should the need arise.

Copyright © Tasmanian Theatre Company Inc. 
ABN 55 179 325 443


