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Poxed
by Stella Kent

Director: Jillian Keiley 
Cast: Ryk Goddard, Guy Hooper,  
Robert Jarman & Melissa King
Set Design: Greg Methe 
Costume Design: William Dowd 
Lighting Design: Nick Higgins

TICKETS
Single Tickets: $25—$39
Under 30’s (door sales only) $15 
Great Savings for TTC Friends 
(see page 13 & 17)

DURATION
Approx 2 hours (inc interval)

Image credit: Peter Mathew

IN !""# THE TTC LAUNCHED its annual 

playreading series, a series of rehearsed 

readings of ten new Tasmanian scripts.  One 

of the outstanding plays to come from that 

series was Stella Kent’s Poxed. I knew im-

mediately that I wanted to include this play 

in a future season. When the opportunity 

to work with the remarkable Jillian Keiley 

arose, I sent her a copy of Poxed. Fortunately  

Jillian loved it and so here it is as part of 

Ten Days on the Island and the TTC’s 2011  

season. CP

31 March–17 April

PRODUCTION PARTNER

“

”

PRESENTED BY THE TASMANIAN THEATRE COMPANY  
AND TEN DAYS ON THE ISLAND

BEAUTY  
is more  
than SKIN DEEP

The Tasmanian Theatre Company is proud to present the world 
premiere of Poxed. Written by Tasmanian writer, Stella Kent and 
directed by award winning Canadian director, Jillian Keiley, Poxed 
is based on the life of Lady Mary Montagu, one of the most 
remarkable women of the eighteenth century.

 
When smallpox sweeps through London, Lady Mary whose own fabled beauty 
has been destroyed by the pox, takes the courageous decision to have her 
daughter inoculated, a procedure she witnessed while living in Constantinople. 
Thus she becomes the reluctant champion of inoculation in London (preceding 
Edward Jenner by many decades), facing the hysterical prejudice of those who 
scorn a proven method simply because it is practiced by old Muslim women in 
Turkey. Not until 1979 will she receive acknowledgement for her pivotal role in 
saving millions of lives.

Poxed is infused with the beautiful music of George Frideric Handel, a friend 
and contemporary of Lady Mary. 

Written in a comic, post-modern style, Poxed juxtaposes the grounded, sensible, 
almost contemporary character of Mary with the ridiculous, pompous and 
larger than life eighteenth century men around her.

WORLD PREMIERE

Hobart  THEATRE ROYAL BACKSPACE

25–27 March
Launceston  EARL ARTS CENTRE

5.


